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Asian Parliamentary Assembly 
SC-Political/Rep/2015/01
                                                                                              20 March 2015
Report of the Meeting*
Standing Committee on Political Affairs

19 - 20 March 2015
Ankara- Republic of Turkey
1. The Standing Committee on Political Affairs held its meeting on 19-20 March 2015 in Ankara, the Republic of Turkey. Delegations from Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Cyprus, Iran, Indonesia, Jordan, Kuwait, Pakistan, Palestine, Thailand and Turkey participated in this meeting. Annex I.

2. In the opening session, Honorable Mr. Sadik Yakut, Deputy Speaker of Grand National Assembly of Turkey welcomed the participants and expressed his willing to have a positive outcome from this meeting. He emphasized on regional and global cooperation as important tools and described the Asian Parliamentary assembly an appropriate platform for developing common language among Asian parliamentarians to challenge critical issues. He also underlined that Asian that political problems should be resolved through dialogue to ensure peaceful coexistence of different cultures and religions. Honorable Dr. Yuksel OZDEN, APA Vice President for Political affairs and Head of APA Group in Grand National Assembly of Turkey, delivered his statement. He underscored the significance of Asian developments in recent years but proposed a different approach in some respects to aim the social harmony and inclusion instead of individualistic. Dr. OZDEN assumed that future of Asia lies in consultation, getting together and finding the common ground. He pointed out that we have to insist on the liberty, freedom, pluralism and consultation and it has to be based on production oriented economy. Summary of these speeches are attached as Annex II.
H.E. Dr. Masoud Islami, APA Under-Secretary-General in Legal and Political Affairs presented his opening statement and presented a report on behalf of the APA Secretary-General. He outlined the main objectives of the meeting and highlighted the valuable capacities of the APA for expanding the scope of cooperation and facilitating interaction among Member Parliaments and their respective governments. He referred to the Resolutions adopted in the 7th Plenary and stressed that these resolutions contain significant points in their preambles and important positions and decisions in their operative parts. The subject matters of these resolutions are of paramount and fundamental importance to the realization of the APA principal goals and objectives. Equally important as their subject matters, are the decisions and mandates stipulated in these resolutions. The very nature of these subject matters and the imperative measures required for their pursuance would by no means allow for their realization in short or even medium terms. This is why they have been kept on the APA Agenda for consecutive years and they are likely to remain so for many years to come. While underlined the important political issues and developments at regional and global levels, particularly those related to the countries of APA Member Parliaments and to contribute to fostering peace and security and promote prosperity throughout Asia, he insist  that APA should rely on principles enshrined in the its Charter which include promoting dialogue and friendly relations in Asia through good offices; negotiation; reconciliation; mediation; and reduction of tensions between Asian countries through mechanisms like the APA Troika Plus; promoting culture of peace in Asia; and addressing both soft and hard aspects of peace and security in Asia through cooperation with inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations. (Annex III)
3. At the beginning, the meeting considered and adopted the draft agenda. (Annex IV) Then Honorable Dr. Odah Al Rowaie of Kuwait National Assembly was elected as Vice Chairperson. Honorable Senator Chhit Kim Yeah of National Assembly of Cambodia was also elected as the Rapporteur of the meeting. 
4. The list of documents before the Meeting included:

a. Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
b. Resolution on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations 
c. Resolution on Important Political Development in Asia
d. Resolution on Important Political Development in Asia
5. The participants engaged in a general debate on ways and means required for promoting and implementing the previous and pointed out ideas and subject matters for consideration in new draft resolutions. 
 6. After extensive deliberation by participants, they were requested to present their ideas and proposals on the subject issues for inclusion in new draft resolutions. Based on those deliberations, APA Secretariat prepared four new Draft Resolutions and presented them to the Meeting which was considered in the following order:

a. Draft Resolution on Advancing Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (SC- Political/Draft Res/ 2015/01-20 March 2015)

b. Draft Resolution on Mobilizing Interactions Between APA and Asian Governments (SC- Political/Draft Res/ 2015/02-20 March 2015)

c. Draft Resolution on Deploring Acts of Terrorism and Violent Extremism. (SC- Political/Draft Res/ 2015/03-20 March 2015) 

d. Draft Resolution on Significant Political Developments in Asia (SC- Political/Draft Res/ 2015/04-20 March 2015).

The Standing Committee considered the complete text of each draft resolutions one by one, and made minor alterations to them. Honorable representative of Thailand renewed their commitments to APA goals but he reserved the right of abstaining from condemning any country/group may referred to in the new draft Resolutions proposed by this Standing Committee meeting.   It was unanimously decided to recommend the adopted Draft Resolutions to the first APA Executive Council Meeting of 2015, to be forwarded to the APA 8th Plenary for final consideration and adoption. Draft Resolutions are attached to this Report as Annex V. 
8. The Standing Committee expressed special appreciation to the Grand National Assembly of Republic of Turkey for excellent organization of the meeting and the hospitality extended to all participants. On behalf of all distinguished delegates, the Chair particularly thanked the APA Secretariat for outstanding service it has provided for smooth running of the meeting. Our thanks and appreciation goes also to the staff of the local secretariat for their effective contributions to the meeting.  
*Revised for technical matters.
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Annex II
Summary of Speeches
 as provided by the host Parliament
Synopsis of speech by Honorable Mr. Sadık YAKUT Deputy Speaker
of Grand National Assembly of Turkey
at the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs 

Ankara –19March 2015

On the occasion of this Political Committee Meeting taking place in Ankara, Mr. Deputy Speaker expressed his welcoming wishes to the distinguished guests, he emphasized the below mentioned points. 

- In an age, where change seems everlasting, dramatic upheavals and developments are taking place in our regions. This poses risks, problems and opportunities for our countries and for relations between our countries and for international arena in general. 

- Regional and global cooperation and coordination is therefore most important tool we should employ in handling these critical issues. 

- In addressing these problems and issues in an ever globalized and connected world, Member of Parliaments are best situated to come together and talk to each other as the representatives of our peoples, Asian Parliamentary Assembly is the platform where we can develop a common language for these challenges, and turn them into opportunities. 

-It is true that globalization is an amazing phenomenon that raises prospects of many countries and increases the creation of wealth but looking at the today’s developments, global threats like terrorism, proliferation of WMDs, cross border criminal organizations taking hold and illegal immigration seem to increase as well. Such development overshadows the hopes for the better future. 

-Consisting of % 45 of the world population and %30 of the world economy, especially with the help of economic rise over the last 20 years, Asia is really getting to the center of geopolitical attention and global economy. It would not be wrong to say, just as we are standing at the beginning of the 21st century, it will be the Asian century.

- Turkey is in a position where these geopolitical and economic changes are felt intensely. The history of this geography teaches us the lesson that if opportunities are seized and right steps are taken, grand civilizations can rise and bring peace, if not the price is too much for all the actors. That’s why Turkey not only in the surrounding neighborhood but also in global scale seeks a foreign policy of problem solving through consultation, cooperation and dialogue. Political stability, economic robustness and cultural harmony is important factors that should be strengthened for a lasting peace.  

- Turkey as a country at the intersection point of Asia, Europe, Africa continents and Middle East, Balkans and Caucasus Regions, is collaborating on the one hand with Finland on good offices efforts around the world, working together on the other hand with Spain, on strengthening dialogue between cultures, religions and civilizations as a co-chair of Alliance of Civilizations initiative.   

-Turkey has also increased its engagement in Asia in the last decade, updated relations to a strategic level with China, Indonesia, South Korea, Malaysia and Singapore; become a signing party to the ASEAN Amity and Cooperation Agreement, a founding member of CICA (Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures), a member of ACD (Asian Cooperation Dialogue); participated as a dialogue partner to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.
- Asian continent has harbored the greatest civilizations of the world, taking inspiration from this reality, political problems can and should be resolved through dialogue, ensuring peaceful coexistence of different cultures and religions should be a priority for all. Turkey, being a member of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation at the same time, is determined to oversee the status of minorities from the same faith and as well as from others in this region, and to contribute to the constructive result of current issues. 

-Asian Parliamentary Assembly represents a common enterprise for shared concerns and shared hopes which will surely contribute to the search for global peace and prosperity in this great continent with its whole diversity. 

Synopsis of Speech by Prof. Dr. Yüksel ÖZDEN
 Head of the Turkish Delegation at the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs 

Ankara, 19March 2015
Welcoming distinguished guests in Ankara, he stressed that differently from other committee meetings upto now, and he would touch upon the issue of a blueprint for a new civilisation rising from Asia, as Asian development gaining pace more and more.In his speech, he addressed to the below-mentioned points.

· Considering the financial crisis that has been experienced in the West whereas the Asian countries come off in a better shape, he proposed that Asian development should differ in some respects, namely, it should approach development issue aiming the social harmony and inclusion, instead of individualistic, short term focussed profit maximizing way which have undermined the West.   

· Asia should assert itself as a new civilizationalformation; it should not shy away from bringing forth a case for other countries, a model for developing world. For that it must have been built on firm ground of principles.

· Drawing inspiration from the richness of the cultural heritage and history of this continent while combining the knowledge with the experience, there is no reason that Asia won’t be the pioneering continent among others. 

· For such vision to come true and become an inspiration for other countries, Asia should shun the European experience which has underpinned that homo homini lupus, man is a wolf to man. This attitude brought to the rest of the world nothing but destruction and suffering, because it has depended on the sheer force, materialistic utilitarian calculation. It has served well with abundance and comforts to a small minority at the expense of vast majority of the peoples of the world. Corollary of such attitude has been that liberty, progress and democracy are celebrated and sought only for some, not for all. Ancient civilisations of the Asia has never been corruptive to the human soul, but always emphasised the social harmony. 

· In our assertion for a new civilizational ascendancy, the right should prevail to the might; collective wellbeing should replace individual interest and an attitude of competition to the last man standing should give way to a culture of assistance and learning from each other. 

· With this understanding of helping one another, Turkey has been hosting approximately 2 million Syrians and Iraqis while culprits of such vast human suffering and tragedy are watching their destruction with impunity. 

· Keys to our success are already embedded in the ancient civilisation, which have been neglected out of ignorance and disregard. These are five principles, which will vindicate our vision.  Namely, union of hearts, fondness for our values, education, industriousness and production oriented economy, rejection of values in contrary to Asian psyche like complacency, conformism and an attitude that treats life as an entertainment.

· Then what is it, the Asian psyche? It is harmony, hard work, assistance, unity and cooperation but above all it is solidarity with the needy in difficult times.

· Future of Asia lies in consultation, getting together and finding the common ground. 

· Thus we should speak of concrete measures to step into this vision. Taking inspiration from the fact that every country in this room is a representative of an ancient civilization and culture, Asian Parliamentary Assembly can be a model for Asian Parliament in the future, aiming for unity in Asia with small but firm steps to attain it. 

· It should not imitate others, not especially those organisations that are instrumental for hegemony of some countries. Democracy is not one tune neither only in one colour nor in one mood, there is no single way to Democracy but every country makes its own depending on the culture and traditions

· Emphasizing the economic aspect of our vision for Asia, it simply can’t follow the short termism and profit oriented recipe of the West, which will deplete the environmental and social resources. On the contrary it has to be innovative, open to new ideas and productive. 

· This new Asian civilisation should be based on liberty, justice, democracy and consultation. It should combine these economic and political tenets with a cultural one which will prioritize the human aspect, inspired by the spiritual founder of the Ottoman Empire, Sufi Sheikh Edebali who once gave counsel to Osman I as “Let man flourish, and the state will also flourish!”Wisdom of this counsel transcends the time and should guide the policies of our governments. 

· Access to education for youth and employment for our citizens are important priorities for stabile societies. However in some countries there is not this luxury of designing such policies. Because they are under rapacious and persistent attacks. In a world where children are killed, innocents are massacred; no actor can escape blame.  In Syria more than 17 thousand children lost their lives, 375 000 are wounded, 19 000 became disabled. The picture in Gaza is as gloomy as ever, last year 490 children were killed and 3 thousand were wounded.  This picture tells us that we are at a point now, remaining silent to those heinous crimes equals to being accomplice. Turkey has been vocal on these crimes, as other injustices. Turkey has stated that the World is bigger than the 5, permanent members of the Security Council. The fate of 196 countries cannot be left to the whims of the permanent members. Thus a new understanding for a more humane, just, inclusive civilization based on governing through right instead of might can and should rise from the East.

· In conclusion, for this new vision we have to insist on the liberty, freedom, pluralism and consultation. It has to be based on an production oriented economy and industriousness. We can build a refuge from war and suffering, Asia can come out this conjecture as the hope that the world needs.

Annex III
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Report By

H.E. M. H. Nejad-Hosseinian

The Secretary-General of the APA
To the Meeting of the

APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs

Ankara, Turkey

19-20 March 2015

Mr. Chairman

Distinguished Delegates

In December 2014, the APA 7th Plenary Session in Lahore, Pakistan, adopted all draft resolutions which were prepared by this Standing Committee and recommended to it by the Executive Council. We have, therefore, before us four APA Resolutions
 the operative paragraphs of which set part of the agenda of this meeting.    

In order to provide a ground for further deliberation by the Standing Committee on Political Affairs and pave the way for further action by the APA, the Secretary-General wishes to provide the following:

APA Resolutions on Principles of Friendship

The first APA Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2014/01—02 December 2014) is now at hand. The previous relevant APA resolutions are also retroactively cited below.
 

These resolutions contain significant points in their preambles and important positions and decisions in their operative parts. The subject matters of these resolutions are of paramount and fundamental importance to the realization of the APA principal goals and objectives. Equally important as their subject matters, are the decisions and mandates stipulated in these resolutions. The very nature of these subject matters and the imperative measures required for their pursuance would by no means allow for their realization in short or even medium terms. This is why they have been kept on the APA Agenda for consecutive years and they are likely to remain so for many years to come. 

It should be acknowledged, of course, that the context, merits, and approaches to these issues have developed over the years as it is evident in the texts of the relevant resolutions on each subject matter. There remain, nonetheless, formidable challenges to be tackled with. Perhaps, the most important challenge in this respect is the lack of persistent action by the APA Member Parliaments on the follow-up and implementation of the mandates and decisions taken by the APA Plenaries. While the APA Secretariat maintains its efforts to constantly pursue the APA mandates, one of the reasons causing this problem may be the lack of clearly-defined and institutionalized relations between the APA and the internal apparatus and structure within the Member Parliaments. 

For example, while the earlier APA resolutions have encouraged the Member Parliaments to consider adopting or endorsing the APA Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia in accordance with their respective internal procedures or to promote it through their local media networks, the Secretariat is yet not aware of any action taken in this respect by any Member Parliament. The APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs would definitively have to consider appropriate and efficient ways and means for dealing with this situation.

Cooperation with Asian Governments

The second APA resolution at hand is the Resolution on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02—02 December 2014). The expansion of ties and enhancement of cooperation between the APA and governmental bodies and organizations, has been one of the priority areas in the work of the APA. Previous APA resolution on the subject matter of enhancing cooperation with governments in Asia are retrospectively cited below.
 

The modalities that have been accepted and emphasized by relevant APA Resolutions in this respect have included inviting Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or their representatives, of APA Member and Observer Parliaments to participate in the Plenary Sessions of the APA and to exchange views on the most significant and urgent issues in Asia and on the APA agenda. Furthermore, it has been decided to appoint an APA delegate as a Focal Point within the APA Member Parliaments to be in charge of making regular coordination between the Parliaments and Governments on the one hand, and between the Parliaments and the Secretariat for the implementation of APA decisions and programs on the other. Many of these measures have not yet been realized and it seems imperative on this APA Standing Committee to discuss this important issue and consider effective ways to make progress in this regard.

The Secretary-General shall remain hopeful that the deliberations of the Standing Committee on Political Affairs would pave the path for more practical initiatives to enhance cooperation between the APA and Asian Governments and take the issue steps further.

Other Important Political Issues

The APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs cannot avoid addressing important political issues and developments at regional and global levels, particularly those related to the countries of its Member Parliaments. In order to contribute to fostering peace and security and promote prosperity throughout Asia, the APA should rely on principles enshrined in the APA Charter which include promoting dialogue and friendly relations in Asia through good offices; negotiation; reconciliation; mediation; and reduction of tensions between Asian countries through mechanisms like the APA Troika Plus; promoting culture of peace in Asia; and addressing both soft and hard aspects of peace and security in Asia through cooperation with inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations.

Besides addressing particular issues of importance such as peace, democracy, terrorism, and atrocities of Israel in Palestine, the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs has adopted draft resolutions on major issues of peace and security in Asia
 as a sort of omni-purpose resolution on important issues which have been adopted in due course by the APA Plenary. Since last year, the Committee has decided to enhance its involvements with more current issues and developments at political stage by considering and debating on a draft resolution under the title of Important Political Developments in Asia. The Secretary-General would encourage live debates and proposals concerning the most important political developments in Asia as it would enhance the relevance of APA resolutions to current affairs. 

In consideration of the concerns and anxieties expressed so far by the APA Member Parliaments which have been reflected in the APA Resolutions, the following subjects seem worthy and suitable for consideration by this Standing Committee:

Terrorism by ISIS and Atrocities by Israel

Terrorism continues to indiscriminately affect innocent people and inflict pain and suffering on humanity at large. Terrorism is thus considered to be one of the most pressing security concerns not only in Asia but also throughout the world. In its Resolutions pertaining to terrorism and violent extremism in Iraq and Syria as well as on the Palestinian issue, the APA has stressed its commitment to contribute to the promotion of peace and security at regional and global levels on the basis of justice and the rule of law and expressed deep concerns over the continuing occupation of the Palestinian territories. Given the importance continuously attached to these issues by the APA, it seems appropriate to keep the item on the agenda and keep the APA abreast of the developments on the ground.

Political and Security Developments in Ukraine

While the political and security issues in Asia constitute the main priority of the APA, the APA cannot be indifferent as to the events and developments affecting peace and security in other parts of the world. The APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs is, therefore, expected to have a position concerning the crisis in Ukraine which seems to have both regional as well as global consequences.

The Initiative of Asian Parliament

During the 7th APA Plenary in Lahore, it was decided that a special committee to be established in Islamabad under the auspices of the Senate of the Pakistan with a single task of considering the imperatives, requirements and challenges facing the APA for being transformed ideally to an Asian Parliament. The distinguished delegation of the Senate of Pakistan has presented a draft resolution to be considered and decided upon by this Standing Committee. The text of the proposed text has been circulated by the Secretariat and made available to all participants. 

APA Publicity Campaign in Asia and Beyond

The Secretary-General finds it appropriate to reiterate the basic need for the APA to run a publicity campaign for disseminating further information about its aims and objectives throughout Asia and beyond. In this context, the promotion and commemoration of November  Fourteenth   of  each  year  as  the  APA  Day  by  all  Member  Parliaments  is  of  particular importance. In a world characterized by communication revolution and global media, it is crucially important for the APA to make the old and young people in Asia informed and familiar with its goals and objectives. In this context APA Member Parliaments must utilize various ways and means available to them to plan for certain public activities particularly during 14 November of each year as the APA Day. 
APA Troika-Plus Meetings

Troika-Plus mechanism is an efficient institutional instrument at the disposal of the Assembly for responding to emergency situations and addressing important issues of concern to the APA. In its decision on Troika-Plus (APA/Decision/2013/02—10 December 2013), the 6th APA Plenary requested the Secretary-General to call for and arrange, in coordination with the current APA President, the meeting of APA Troika-Plus whenever necessary and urged APA Troika and all other member parliaments to actively participate in such meetings to review major issues of international concerns to Asia and generate credible, high-caliber and timely reports for consideration by APA Executive Council. 
Mr. Chairman

Distinguished Delegates

The great potentials of the APA for the betterment and improvement of Asia are yet to be discovered and realized. The APA is increasingly expected to assume a more vivid stance in influencing the course of events in Asia in line with its goals and aspirations which include peace, prosperity and development for all people and further integration in Asia. 

We need to increase effectiveness and relevance of the APA activities to current developments and priorities of our region. All Member Parliaments are thus required to undertake their fair share of activity and further contribution to the work of the Organization. Such determination would, of course, would have to be translated into action and function.

The principal vehicle through which the APA pursues its goals and objectives is its resolutions. By adopting resolutions, on the basis of unanimity and consensus, the APA sets priorities for further convergence among Asian nations. Through its resolutions, the APA does exert certain influence on the process of policy-making in Asia. The significant function of the APA Standing Committees stems from their critical role in identifying priority subject matters, and drafting pertinent resolutions.

Annex IV
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Standing Committee on Political Affairs
 19-20 March 2015

Ankara, Turkey 
DRAFT AGENDA

I. Opening Ceremony

II. Meeting of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs

· Election of the Bureau 

· Adoption of the Agenda 

· Opening Statement by the Chairman

· Statement by APA Deputy Secretary-General 
· Consideration of Draft Resolutions
· General Debate and Discussion
· Adoption of Draft Resolutions

· Adoption of the Report of the Meeting 

· Any Other Matters

· Closing

ANNEX - V

Draft Resolutions Considered by the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and Recommended to the APA Executive Council
Asian Parliamentary Assembly
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We the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Recalling relevant APA Resolutions including Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2014/01— 3 December 2014); Resolution on Consolidation of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2013/01-- 9 December 2013); Resolution on Reinforcing the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2010/09—30 November 2010); Resolution on Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2008/09, 29 November 2008) and Resolution on the Friendship Pact in Asia; (APA/Res/2007/06, dated 19 November 2007); Text of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2007/06/Annex, 19 November 2007); 
Upholding deep-rooted ties of history, geography, culture, economy, politics, and civilization which bind Asian peoples together;  

Recognizing the amity and the friendly relations among the Asian Nations, Parliaments, and States as an indispensable political asset which need to be further strengthened by all kinds of cross-national cooperation in general, and APA parliamentarians and inter-parliamentary cooperation in particular; 
Emphasizing the fundamental role of democracy and human rights in the promotion of friendship and cooperation in Asia and calling upon all Member Parliaments and their respective Governments to ensure equal and non-discriminatory access of their citizens to civil rights; 

Reiterating the importance of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendly Relations in Asia as a proper framework for promoting peace and prosperity in Asia; 

Encouraging further expansion of friendly relations including cultural, diplomatic, scientific, and commercial relations among all Asian States and further interaction among Asian Parliaments and Nations in pursuance of the purposes of the Declaration;
1. Urge Asian Parliaments to disseminate information about the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia by all available means including parliamentary and state publications, parliamentary friendship groups, public programs, etc.  

2. Decide that every Member Parliament would motivate public and private media, press, actual and cyber networks, websites and the like at local and national levels to engage in promoting and spreading the word about the content, importance and positive results of the adoption and implementation of the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia;
3. Encourage Asian academic institutions, think-tanks and research centers, universities and educational schools, as well as professional associations throughout Asia to take part in promoting and adhering to the tenets and guidelines enshrined in the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia,
4. Call upon all APA Member Parliaments to inform the APA Secretariat of measures they have taken in promoting the APA Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia

5. Request the Secretary-General to continue its consultations and coordination with the APA Member Parliaments as well as interested Asian organizations and academic institutions for promoting further activities and joint initiatives pertaining to Friendship and Cooperation in Asia;

Asian Parliamentary Assembly
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We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA),

Recalling APA resolutions on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02); Asian Parliaments and Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia (APA/Res/2013/02 --9 December 2013); Measures for Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and Asian Governments (APA/Res/2010/11, 30 November 2010) and resolution on Enhancing Cooperation Between Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member Parliaments and Their Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10, 29 November 2008)

Emphasizing the need to foster closer coordination and cooperation between APA and Governments of APA Member Parliaments;

Encouraging Member Parliaments to consider endorsing and adopting common legislations on issues of mutual interest to both APA and Asian Governments;

1. Urge all Member Parliaments to inform relevant high-ranking officials of their respective governments of the great potentials, activities, and achievements of the APA as the largest inter-parliamentary organization in Asia;
2. Decide to form APA parliamentary groups comprising nominated delegates from volunteer Member Parliaments under the supervision of the APA Vice-President for Political Affairs, and in full coordination with the APA Secretariat, to hold contacts and meetings with relevant inter-parliamentary and inter-governmental organizations, with a view to converging points of view and considering possible joint initiatives pertaining to regional and global issues, including the creation of an Asian Parliament;

3. Encourage Member Parliaments to contribute to the work of the APA Special Committee on Creation of Asian Parliament (SCCAP) which is mandated to generate substantive and result oriented reports for consideration by the next APA Executive Council and Plenary sessions by providing their respective points of views and analyses of the subject matter; 

4. Request APA Member Parliaments to identify and describe their priority desirable topics for receiving training, as well their capabilities to offer training and best practices, and share them with other Parliaments through the APA Secretariat, in order to organize training programs on exchanging best practices and learning from each other;

5. Request the Vice-President for Political Affairs to report to the Executive Council and the Plenary Sessions on his/her activities pertaining to the formation of working groups from interested Member Parliaments to focus on the implementation of APA decisions on political affairs; 
6. Request the Secretary-General to expand the scope of its contacts and   communications with inter-governmental as well as non-governmental organizations who work on issues relevant to the items on the APA agenda in order to facilitate further interaction and joint efforts on common grounds with a view to enhancing cooperation between Asian Parliaments and Governments and report thereon to the next session of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and the Executive Council.
Asian Parliamentary Assembly
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We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolutions on Denunciation of Terrorism and Violent Extremism (APA/Res/2014/03—3 December 2014); Supporting Palestinian State and Protecting the Rights of Palestinian People (APA/Res/2013/08—3 December 2013); Comprehensive Counter-Terrorism and Counter-Occupation Strategies (APA/Res/2010/07, 30 November, 2010); Supporting the Rights of Palestinian People (APA/Res/2010/08-- 30 November 2010); Violations of International Humanitarian Law in Palestine and the War Crimes Committed by the Zionist Regime in Gaza (APA/Res/2009/02--10 December 2009); Humanitarian Crisis in Palestine in Particular in the Gaza Strip (APA/Res/2008/08-- 29 November 2008); 
Reaffirming APA commitment to the promotion of peace and security at regional and global levels on the basis of justice and the rule of law;

Encouraging all Member Parliaments as well as governmental and non-governmental organizations in Asia to generate public awareness of the dangers of intolerance and sectarian violence and the importance of inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue;

Condemning any and all kinds of support for, or advocacy of, national, racial or religious hatred that would constitute incitement to terrorism, extremism, discrimination, or sectarian violence;

Being Concerned that terrorism and violent extremism continue to threaten peace and security in many areas of Asia and are menace to social and economic development of international community;

Expressing anxiety as to the formidable threat posed by Daesh (ISIS) in Iraq and Syria who carry out large-scale terrorist activities and defy the security and territorial integrity of sovereign states originally sponsored and supported by certain western states who used these terrorist organizations as illegitimate instruments to undermine regional peace and stability;
Warning that recurrent direct military operations by Israeli forces targeting residential areas, schools, mosques, and hospitals in the Palestinian occupied territories have endangered peace and security and caused gross violations of human rights tantamount to war crimes and crimes against humanity which warrant making a case before the United Nations Security Council and the International Criminal Court;

Expressing grave concerns over the continuing threat of Daesh and its associates with capabilities of launching large-scale terrorist activities and defying the security and territorial integrity of sovereign states;
Recognizing that acts of “terrorism and horrorism” by Daesh, al-Qaeda, and their offshoots and affiliates have no basis in the teachings of true Islam as a Divine peaceful religion, as there is no ground in the teachings of true Judaism justifying acts of terror and atrocity by Israel;

Acknowledging that atrocities committed by Daesh in Iraq and Syria and crimes committed by Israeli regime in the occupied Palestinian territories have led to disastrous humanitarian, economic, social and cultural consequences and continue to undermine international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the region;
Identifying as racist, criminal, violent and extremist actions the Israel’s persistence in continuing illegal and illegitimate confiscation of Palestinian properties and lands to build settlement and the separation wall as well as the collective and disproportionate punishments exerted against Palestinian families including demolishing their houses and depriving them of social rights, as well as imprisonment of parliamentarians and other Palestinian citizens without due process;

1. Invite all parliaments and parliamentarians in the world to utilize all means available to support regional and global campaigns against terrorism and violent extremism which are conducive to political instability; economic deterioration; cultural catastrophes; and environmental degradation;

2. Call Upon  all APA Member Parliaments to focus on improving capacity building in their own respective countries, and collectively across Asia, for combating terrorism and violent extremism;

3. Encourage Member Parliaments and their respective governments to exchange their best practices in fighting terrorism and extremism;

4. Urge all Member Parliaments to harmonize their efforts in promulgating counter-terrorism legislations in Asia with a view to facilitating more effective cooperation among Asian governments in combating terrorism;

5. Identify Daesh; al-Qaeda; Jabhat-al-Nosrah; Taleban; Boko Haram; as well as the Zionist regime, as terrorist and extremist entities who violate international law; undermine territorial integrity of states of Iraq, Syria, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nigeria and Palestine; illegally occupy parts of their respective territories; target civilian populations; directly and deliberately attack public places like schools, hospitals and mosques; thus committing war crimes and crimes against humanity;
6. Call Upon the international community to fulfill their pledges and promises to rebuild infrastructure and rehabilitate people in Gaza which were destroyed by Israeli forces and request the Government of Egypt to put pressure on the occupying power to remove obstacles hindering the transfer of essential needs for helping the people of Gaza;  

7. Condemn all and any kind of support including political, financial, military, logistical, commercial, technological assistance provided to Daesh and Israeli regime through making oil-deals with them and purchasing smuggled cultural items, as well as granting them financial aids and lethal weapons; 

8. Decide to keep this item on its agenda and monitor the developments related to atrocities by Daesh and Israeli regime in order to take all possible measures to curb the effects and consequences of terrorism and extremism in Iraq, Syria, and Palestine.
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Inspired by the principles and values enshrined in the Charter of the APA;

Reaffirming its commitment to the promotion of freedom, democracy, peace and security at regional and global levels;

Promoting, as an APA principal policy, the resort to political means and diplomatic solutions, including parliamentary diplomacy, for resolving internal and international conflicts, instead of violent and military course of actions; 

Considering terrorism and violent extremism as serious common concerns for all Member Parliaments, threatening the security and well-being of human societies;
Mindful of grave potential and actual ramifications of the critical situation in Ukraine and the Crimea for regional and international stability, peace and security;


Being Concerned with the situation in Yemen, call for national and political solutions to the crisis and warns against the escalation of tensions by armed groups like al-Qaeda which could swirl the country into chronic violence and instability; 

1. Deplore massive destruction and indiscriminate killing of innocent civilians in Iraq and Syria and urge the international community to help Syrian and Iraqi peoples to confront  the menace of terrorism; 
2. Deplore explosion of mosques and religious shrines, and deliberate destruction of archeological and cultural sites and museums, by Daesh in Iraq and Syria; as well as unauthorized and illegal excavations under Masjid al-Aqsa in al-Quds al-Sharif by Israeli regime;
3. Condemn in the strongest terms the Israel’s continuation of building settlements defying applicable international law; disregarding the legitimate rights of the Palestinian People; and hampering international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the region;
4. Reject irresponsible statements made by Israel’s officials to the effect that they would repudiate their obligations under international law and United Nations resolutions by denying the State of Palestine and the rights of Palestinian People in the occupied territories
5. Urge the governmental authorities as well as all civilian opposition fronts and entities in Syria to expedite their engagement in constructive dialogue and mutual compromise with a view to achieving political solutions to their disputes; putting an end to internal armed conflicts; safeguarding political independence and territorial integrity of Syria; and guaranteeing civil rights and freedoms including fair and free elections;
6. Call Upon the governments of the United States, European Union, Russian Federation, and Ukraine to deescalate tensions in Ukraine and the Crimea by seeking peaceful solutions to the crisis through further direct and mediated negotiations and refraining from all sorts of provocative actions with a view to alleviating rather than exacerbating the situation;
7. Call Upon the governments of the People Democratic Republic of North Korea and the Republic of South Korea to exert self-restrain in the interest of peace and avoid any action that might provoke tension and destabilize regional and international peace and security;

8. Support the diplomatic negotiations conducted between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the permanent members of the United Nations Security Council plus Germany to address the Iranian nuclear program and urge all parties to expedite the process towards achieving a comprehensive agreement which would ensure the peaceful nature of the program while at the same time confirm the removal of all sanctions exerted against Iran and its rights under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT);

9. Decide to offer APA Good Offices for peaceful settlement of disputes through mediation; conciliation; and negotiation in Asia utilizing its unparalleled capacities in parliamentary diplomacy, through its Troika-Plus mechanism or otherwise, whenever requested by parties.
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� Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2014/01— 3 December 2014); Resolution on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02); Resolutions on Denunciation of Terrorism and Violent Extremism (APA/Res/2014/03—3 December 2014); Resolutions on Important Political Developments in Asia (APA/Res/2014/04—3 December 2014).


� Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2014/01— 3 December 2014); Consolidation of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2013/01-9 December 2013); Resolution on Reinforcing the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2010/09—30 November 2010); Decision on 14 November: APA Day of Asian Solidarity and Cooperation (APA/Dec/2010/01--30 November 2010); Resolution on Cooperation and Coordination on Major International Issues of Importance to APA (APA/Res/2008/07--29 November 2008); Resolution on Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2008/09--29 November 2008); and Resolution on Friendship Pact in Asia (APA/Res/2007/06--19 November 2007).


� Resolution on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02); Asian Parliaments and Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia (APA/Res/2013/02 --9 December 2013); Resolution on Measures for Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and Asian Governments (APA/Res/2010/11—30 November 2010); and Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation Between Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member Parliaments and Their Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10—29 November 2008).





� Resolution on the Necessity of Effective Security Assurance and Denouncing the Use or Threat of Use of Nuclear Weapons in International Relations (APA/Res/2010/10 30 November 2010); Resolution on Major Issues of Peace and Security in Asia (APA/Res/2008/06--29 November 2008); Resolution on Peace and Security, Promoting Peace, Stability and Security in Asia, and in Particular Disarmament, Non-Proliferation and Peaceful use of Nuclear Energy (APA/P. Security Com/2007/01--20 November 2007); Resolution on the Role of Asian Parliamentarians in Advancing Democracy, Combating Terrorism, Situation in the Middle East, Multilateralism  (APA 2006//W-PO/Doc.1/Rev.1-- 14 November 2006); Resolution on the Role of Asian Parliamentarians in Promoting Peace, Stability and Security in Asia and the Pacific Region, Disarmament, Non-Proliferation and Peaceful use of Nuclear Energy and Suppression of Drug Trafficking (APA 2006//W-PS/Doc.1/Rev.1-- 14 November 2006).
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